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What is phonics?

It is an effective way of teaching children how to read.

High quality phonics teaching can lead to improvement of
literacy levels and provide a solid foundation of learning
throughout their school life.

1. Recognise the sounds each letter makes
2. ldentify the sounds of different combinations of letters

3. Blend the sounds together to make a word
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What is the phonics screening check?

Every Year 1 child in the country will be
taking the statutory phonics screening
check in June.

The children are used to doing these as we
have already completed practice tests at
each assessment point this year.

Designed to give us information on how each
child is progressing in phonics and to identify
any children who need additional support at
this time.
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What is the phonics screening check?

40 words divided into two lots of 20.

A mixture of real words and pseudo-words.

Children will be told if the word is a real or Ser——
‘alien’ word, with a corresponding alien image.

The check will take 10 minutes to complete.
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Screening check: answer sheet
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They will be asked to ‘sound out’ a word and ==
blend the sounds together. e.g. d-o-g - dog, - e=
S-n-ow — snow etc.
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Examples from past screening checks
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How will it be administered?

Your child’s teacher will conduct all the
screening checks with the children.

It is a familiar format - the children have
already had lots of practices.

The children will complete the check one to
one in a quiet area of the school.

Praise and encouragement is given
throughout. The children usually really enjoy
doing it!
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When is the phonics screening check?

Week beginning 8t June

We have one week to carry
out all the tests
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What is the impact of the PSC?

« Helps us to identify gaps in
phonics knowledge.

« Put in key support moving into
Year 2.
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Screening check: answer sheet
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How will the results be used?

« Children will be scored against a national standard (determined by DfE)
« Used and analysed internally

« Department for Education does not publish the results from the Phonics Screening Check,
but we as a school, can look at performances against local, regional and national results.

« Children who have not reached the standard in Year 1, will retake the test in Year 2.

Will you receive your child’s results?

* Your child’s PSC result will be given out with their End-of-Year Report in July -
you will be told if your child passed the Phonics Screening Check or if they will

need to have another try, in Year 2.
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How can you support your child?

Reading! Encourage and show interest and enjoyment with reading.
Ensure that they are reading their Stage Books throughout the week.
Highlight and discuss the sounds used (at the front of the book).

Encourage them to ‘sound out’ unfamiliar words and blending the
sounds together and not guess new words.

Try ‘mixing and matching’ sounds to make nonsense words.
Encourage them to find words around them.

Write in their Reading Diary any sounds or Common Exception
Words that they may have struggled with.




Thank you

« Any futher questions, please emall
enquiry@harborne.bham.sch.uk
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