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Year 3 Maths at HPS

We didn’t do it like that when I was 
at school!



What is the CPA approach and why do 
we use it?
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What is the CPA approach and why do we use it?

1. Concrete

• What it is: use physical, tangible objects to represent and manipulate mathematical concepts.

• Example: children may physically share objects

2. Pictorial

• What it is: Students move to visual representations, such as drawings, diagrams, or number lines.

• Example: Instead of using counters, the child would draw dots in a circle to show the objects

3. Abstract

What it is: Students use symbols, numbers, and equations to solve problems without the need for 
objects or pictures.

Example: At this stage, the child would use the division symbol to write and solve the calculation 
8÷4=2.



Ready to progress – what does that look like for 
your child?

Ready to 
progress 
statements are 
unique to each 
year group.



Ready to progress – what does that look like for 
your child?
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What are the key aspects of maths for my child?

• Number and Place Value (NPV) – deepen the understanding of the relationship between digits in a 
number, rationalising that as we move to the left or right, the value of a digit becomes ten times 
bigger or smaller. Using knowledge of 2,4,5 and 10 to split 100s into these size groups or divisions

• Number Fluency (NF) – increase fluency with addition and subtraction by repeating these skills 
within and across ten. Beginning to apply knowledge or 2, 4, 5, 8 and 10 to associate known 
multiplication facts

• Addition and Subtraction (AS) – adding and subtracting beginning to use column methods – then 
using knowledge of the ‘inverse’ to relate this information and check it

• Multiplication and division (MD) - apply known multiplication and division facts (as above NF) 
into problem solving context

• Fractions – familiarise themselves with numbers smaller than 1 using fractions and apply this to 
finding unit fractions of amounts

• Geometry (G)– recognise technical aspects of 2D shapes, including right angles and numbers of 
turns within shapes. Also, create polygons using parallel and perpendicular lines.

New learning 
area in year 

3



What does work look like in your child’s year group?

Can you see how 
your child’s 

teacher has used 
the CPA 

approach?

3AS-2

3AS-3

3AS-2



Statutory assessments

• Although there are no Y3 statutory assessments, we start practising and embedding 
times tables for fluency in maths

• In year 4, children will take the Multiplication Tables Check – a presentation for this 
will be held for the parents in the Autumn term next year



How can I help my child at home?

• Times Table Rockstar – a programme for developing times table fluency bond fluency

• PurpleMash homework

• Both of these logins can be found in your child’s reading diary – please alert your 
child’s class teacher if they are not in there

• Apply any of the games or strategies learnt here today

• Make maths fun – include children in practical activities i.e. cooking, measuring, telling 
the time

• Intentionally use mathematical vocabulary

• Consolidation of adding and subtracting - 1digit an 1 digit - 2 digit and 1 digit 
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